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in itself, but because it cannot be levied without the
large employment of native officials. There is there-
fore a \vide door for oppression. I am coming fast to
the conclusion that we can hardly venture to impose,
as a permanent part of our system, any direct taxation
whose collection cannot be placed almost entirely in
the hands of European officials of good standing/ 1
' The feeling against the Income Tax/ he said in a
personal letter to the Duke of Argyll, ' continues in
as great force as ever. There is much more reason
than I at first supposed in the objections as regards
its levy from the poorer natives, and I am inclined to
think that no direct tax can be levied in India through
the agency of native officials without causing much
oppression. This is the real blot/

It may well be imagined with what a heavy heart
he .publicly consented to the continuance of an impost
regarding which he privately entertained the above
views. But the exigencies of the treasury seemed to
himself and his Government to be imperative. In the
Government of India no single mai\, however exalted,
gets entirely his own way* All that Lord Mayo could
do was to cut down the obnoxious tax to one-third*
in the following year, 1871-72, and to exempt the
smaller incomes upon which it had pressed most
heavily. He hoped against hope that these reductions
and a better organized system of collection would
free the poor from oppression; and at the same time
he conscientiously approved of the Income Tax in

1 To Lord Napier of Ettrick, 6th August 1870.
* From 3J to i& per cent.